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Last year’s Alumni and Faculty and 
Staff Hall of  Fame induction was 
a huge success. Please join us as we 

celebrate the successes and service of  
our graduates and faculty members.  
The public is welcome to attend. 

More information is available on the 
Munster High School web site!

http://alumni.munster.us/

Munster High School Alumni Association
Invites You to Celebrate  at the 2017 

Alumni & Faculty Hall of Fame Banquet
3:30 to 6 p.m.

 Friday, August 18 

The Center for Visual and Performing Arts
1040 Ridge Road 
Munster, Indiana
You can RSVP online 
click the link below.

     

                        

Please Reply By August 11

Click Here to RSVP

http://alumni.munster.us
http://alumni.munster.us
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2017-mhs-alumni-faculty-hall-of-fame-recognition-ceremony-tickets-35508771692


MHSAA Board of Directors
 President Hal Lusk MHS ’82

luskhal@sbcglobal.net
Officers 

Treasurer Athena Svolos 
Superintendent Dr. Jeff Hendrix 

 Assistant Superintendent Steve Tripenfeldas 
Editor Nancy Coltun Webster MHS ’79

nanwebster@gmail.com

Click here for alumni website
http://alumni.munster.us/

School Updates 
Superintendent Hendrix keeps us informed about 

all the building updates with the Monthly 
Mustang Express and his Superchat Podcast.  
Both can be accessed online www.munster.us 

Please check out the “Pride in Excellence” video 
on the home page. It’s AMAZING!!! 

You may also see some familiar faces...

MHS Homecoming
Friday, Sept. 8 

Parade: 1:30 p.m.
Chicken BBQ Dinner: 4:30 p.m.

Football Game: 7 p.m.
Show your Mustang Pride. 

Pins are available in the high school office.

Class of  1987 30th Reunion 
 The Class of 1987 will host its 30th Re-
union from 7 to 10 p.m., Saturday, Sept. 9 
at Munster Community Park Social Cen-
ter, 8710 Lions Club Drive in Munster.

Tickets are $60 
Contact Kerry Roy 
kerryroy@me.com 

 
Class of 1982 Reunion

The Class of 1982 will host its reunion 
on Oct. 21 at Centennial Park in Munster. 

For details, please contact 
munstermustangs1982@gmail.com

Announce Your Reunion
 Send us your reunion plans and we will 
help you get the word out to your class-

mates! 

Where Are You Now?
 We hope to reach out to graduates all over 
the U.S. and the world. If you would like 
share news of what’s new in your life, 
please send a note to let us know where 
you are and what you’ve accomplished 
since graduating from MHS. 

Student Organizations Assist
Recently, several student organizations 

raised more than $15,000 for Student Re-
source Officer Joe Pacheco and his family.

The students came together to offer their 
assistance after learning Officer Pacheco 
has an inoperable brain tumor. 

Hal Lusk
President MHS ’82

Hello fellow alumni and 
friends of Munster High School!  
I’m happy to see the MHSAA 
heading into its second year with 
new members signing up on a 
consistent basis.  Out database of 
alumni is shaping up to be quite 
robust.  The future of our orga-
nization is bright. We are work-
ing to increase the interest of our 
younger graduates, so that our 
future will continue. Our goals 
continue to be: development of 
a comprehensive database of 
alumni, assisting individual class 
reunions, development & man-
agement of the Alumni and Fac-
ulty Hall of Fame, and providing 
mentoring opportunities through 
our alumni for current MHS stu-
dents.

To further the mission of the 
Munster High School Alumni 
Association, please let us know 
if you have any suggestions for 
events or programs you would 
like to see the alumni association 
present. Please also let any of 
your friends that are alumni know 
about the website and ask them to 

join the MHSAA.
This coming August 18, 2017, 

will be the 3rd MHS Hall of Fame 
Banquet honoring outstanding 
alumni and retired faculty/staff 
members.  I’m very excited about 
this year’s Hall of Fame induc-
tion since, for the second year in 
a row, it will include another one 
of my classmates, class of 1982 
alumnus, Mara Candelaria Rear-
don.  I invite you to join me at the 
banquet to honor all of this year’s 
inductees and to celebrate Mun-
ster High School.  And after the 
banquet you can head over to the 
football field to watch our Mus-
tangs take on the Lake Central 
Indians!  All of the inductees are 
listed in this newsletter.  Informa-
tion about attending the event is 
available on the MHS website.

I encourage you to visit the 
alumni webpage to stay up to date 
on MHS and alumni association 
activities.  And please consider 
purchasing a personalized brick 
on the MHS Pathway to Excel-
lence for yourself or to honor a 
friend or loved one.

Go Stangs!

By Mike Wells
Principal

Munster High School contin-
ues to excel in academics and 
extra-curricular activities. 

Congratulations to Jason 
Crary. Jason recently was the 
state runner up in his weight class 
at the state finals in Indianapolis. 

Senior Jake Ingoglia was se-
lected as one of two Indiana stu-
dents to represent the state as a 
delegate to the U.S. Senate Youth 
program in Washington, D.C.  
March 4-11. This is a highly 
competitive merit-based selec-
tion process through the Depart-
ment of Education.

Freshman Annie Ostojic was 
selected as one of 24 Indiana 
high school students to receive 
an award from the National 
Center for Women and Infor-
mation Technology. She is the 
second MHS student to  receive 
this award. This award honors 
young women at the high school 
level for their computing-related 
achievements and interests. Re-
cipients were selected for apti-
tude, leadership, ability and aca-
demic history. 

Senior Perima Shah named a 
Legacy Foundation Lilly Schol-
arship recipient. This scholarship 
covers four years of undergradu-
ate tuition and a yearly book sti-

pend at any public or private col-
lege in the state of Indiana.

Patrick Wu and Ajeyo De 
earned the 2017 Policy State 
Championship Honors. Munster 
Debate finished third in the State 
as a team.

The 2017 Scholastic Writing 
Awards judged 1,293 writing 
pieces and awarded 137 Gold 
Keys, 188 Silver Keys, and 153 
Honorable Mentions awarded. 

Munster High School is proud 
to announce junior, Vivian Wei, 
received two Silver Key and one 
Gold Key Awards for her out-
standing writing. Junior, Easan 
Venkat, also was awarded a Sil-
ver Key Award for his outstand-
ing poetry. 

Their winning works were on 
display at the Fort Wayne Muse-
um of Art from Feb. 12 through 
April 9. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2016,  
Munster High School held a 
chartering ceremony for the inac-
tive MHS Thespian Troupe 2861.

The ceremony was a great event 
and was hosted by Ray Palasz 
(Auditorium Director), Jordan 
Mayer (Thespian member ’98), 
Peggy Matanic (Theater Arts 
teacher), and Beverly Seaver. 

Alumni Association Continues 
to Welcome New Members 

   

   

   

   

’Stang Pride: Athletics, Government, 
Science, Speech, Theater, Writing

mailto:luskhal@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nanwebster%40gmail.com?subject=Munster%20High%20School%20Newsletter
http://alumni.munster.us
http://www.munster.us
http://kerryroy.me.com
mailto:munstermustangs1982%40gmail.com?subject=Class%20of%201982%20Reunion


David Russell Munster High School Faculty 1970-2011

John Edington Munster High School Faculty 1960-2004

   

   

   

   

Linda Elman  Munster High School Faculty 1970-1998

Zal Bilimoria Munster High School Alumnus 2000

ALUMNI AND FACULTY HALL OF FAME

James Dedelow Munster High School Alumnus 1980

Donald Fesko Munster High School Alumnus 1990

John Edington was a Science teacher at Munster High School from 1960 through 2004.  He 
was the Science Department Chair for many years and was one of  the founders of  “Project 
Biology” which continues to be a popular class at Munster High School.

Linda Elman was a very popular Spanish teacher while at Munster High School from 
1970 through 1998.  During her tenure she was active in the MTA, coached Speech 

and Debate and was on numerous other school  committees.

David Russell taught English Languare Arts at Munster High School  from 1970 through 
2011.  He was the English Department chair, served on numerous committees, and was 
active in the MTA. 

James Hamblin Munster High School Alumnus 2001

Will Glaros Munster High School Alumnus 1968

Michelle Plantinga Oakley Munster High School Alumna 1987

Mara Candelaria Reardon Munster High School Alumna 1982

Zal Bilimoria graduated from Munster High School in 2000.  Zal has been a 
project manager  for Microsoft, Google, Netflix, LinkedIN and is currently a 

partner in the venture capitalist company Andreesen Horowitz.  Zal has success-
fully improved many apps and has started up two successful companies in Silicon 

Valley since leaving Munster. 

James Dedelow graduated from Munster High School in 1980.  Jim is 
the owner of  WJOB radio  and has mentored many broadcast students 
over the years and is affectionately known as the “voice of  the region.”  
He has helped raise over $100,000 for local charities and was named 
businessperson of  the year by Lakeshore Chamber of  Commerce.

Donald Fesko graduated from Munster High School in 1990 and is the Chief  Executive 
Officer of  Community Hospital which has been rated as one of  America’s top 50 hospitals.   

He is also an optometrist and serves as a board member on several other local agencies.

Will Glaros graduated from Munster High School in 1968.  Will is 
the current owner of  Employer Benefit Systems which is the largest 
employer benefit system in Northwest Indiana.  Will is also active 
with several philanthropic organizations in Northwest Indiana.

James Hamblin graduated Munster High School in 2001 and is currently the senior 
editor of  the Atlantic magazine.  James has written articles for several national pe-

riodicals and was recently named by TIME magazine as one of  the top 140 people 
to follow on Twitter.

Michelle Plantinga Oakley graduated from Munster High School in 
1987. You may have seen her on the National Geographic channel 
as Dr. Oakley, Yukon vet.  Recently she signed a contract on NBC 
and can be seen on Saturday mornings as the Wilderness Vet.  

Mara Candelaria Reardon graduated from Munster High School in 1982.  She 
is currently serving as a state representative for the 12th district. She was the 

first latina female elected to the Indiana state legislature.



   

   

Pathway to ExcellencePathway to Excellence
Recently, our brick walkway,
Pathway to Excellence, was
installed at the front entrance 
to Munster High School.
We look forward to more individu-
als and organizations joining the 
pathway.
  
Click  the link below to place an 
order for your brick on the Pathway 
to Excellence.

http://www.munster.us/mhs/Alumni/Pathway-to-Excellence

Coach Bob Shinkan Receives Honor
Munster High School Teach-

er and Head Baseball Coach 
Robert Shinkan was selected to 
receive the 2016 Central Sec-
tional Coach of  the Year award 
for the sport of  Boys Baseball. 
The National Federation of  

State High School Associations 
(NFHS) recognizes coaches at 
the state, sectional, and nation-
al level. Munster High School 
proudly congratulates Coach 
Shinkan on his sectional award 
recognition!

Mei Brasel’s Artwork Recognized by Scholastic Exhibition
The second semester in the Mun-

ster High School Art Department is 
dedicated to scholarship opportuni-
ties, portfolio documentation and 
refinement and multiple exhibitions 
for the advanced classes. 

On Jan.21, Mrs. Lopez delivered 
three winning works, all by AP Stu-
dio Senior Mei Brasel, to the South 
Bend Museum of  Art for the 2017 
Scholastics Art and Writing Awards 

Regional Exhibition. 
Mei was awarded two Honorable 

Mentions in Painting for Seeking 
Knowledge, and Reminiscing, both 
pieces are Oil on Canvas. Miss Bra-
sel was also selected for the presti-
gious Gold Key Award in Drawing, 
for I Had Surgery While Hypno-
tized by a Witch Doctor; making her 
an automatic National qualifier for 
the New York awards. Top Nation-

al Award Medals will be honored 
through an Exhibition in NY this 
June. Munster has been twice previ-
ously recognized Nationally, one Sil-
ver Medal in 2012 by Ivan Gutierrez 
in Drawing, and one Gold Medal in 
2009 by Lana Ngyuen in painting, 
whose work was displayed for sev-
eral months in SoHo and was since 
granted to Munster HS’s permanent 
collection. (More Awards on P. 3)

http://www.munster.us/mhs/Alumni/Pathway-to-Excellence

