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HALL OF FAME  REUNIONS GET PINNED 

  WELCOME TO THE MHSAA!

PATHWAY TO 
EXCELLENCE 

We are very excited to roll out our first MHSAA Newsletter. As you may know, the MHSAA 
formed this past Spring as a way to connect with our alumni. We are in the early stages of 

collecting membership contact information (free!) and developing programs. We are led by a 
steering committee including alums and administration. We sent out a summer survey to 

assess interest and how we can best serve our alums - thank you to all who took our survey 
and gave us a starting point for our programs. This is a work in progress and we are open to 
suggestions and ideas. Since you are reading this, we know you are in the loop - so thank 
you for supporting us. And please spread the word to any other alums you know. There is 

power in numbers so we need more membership! Go Stangs!      

MHSAA Steering Committee 
Dr. Ingrid Schwarz Wolf (chair)


Dr. Jeff Hendrix (Superintendent)

 Steve Tripenfeldas (Assistant Superintendent)


Mike Wells (MHS principal)

Cheri Parker Clarke (’76)


Athena Svolos (’87)

Jen Dettlo (’87)

 Bill Melby (’88)

Ray Gupta (’88), 


Jim Magrames (’88) 

Paul Czapkowicz (’89)

 Kurt Popovich (’08)

 Alex Ingoglia (’12) 


Kathy Sharpe (MHS parent)

“What’s Happening with Munster 
Schools?” you ask? !

If you want to keep up with the School 
Town of Munster, check out 
www.munster.us. Dr. Hendrix, our 
superintendent, sends out a monthly 
“Mustang Express” that gives all the 
building updates. He also records a 
“Superchat podcast.” Both can be 
accessed from the website. And please 
check out the “Pride in Excellence” video 
on the home page. It’s AMAZING!!! You 
may also see some familiar faces . . . 
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INDUCTEES: 
 

Shaun Blue  ’00 
Colonel James Dryjanski ’88 

Robert T. Grand  ’74 
Dr. Nan Sutter Hayworth ’77 

Michelle Kelchak ’82 
Hal Morris ’83 

Dr. Blase Polite ’87 
 Nicole Rittenmeyer  ’87 

Todd Rokita ’88 
John Sullivan ‘70

Our first ever MHS Alumni Hall of Fame Event took place on August 21, 2015. The ten honored 
Alums spoke to the student body during the day and then enjoyed a banquet at the Performing Arts 
Center. That evening, they were honored during halftime at the football game. To learn more about 
these amazing people, read the article at the end of this newsletter. Truly inspiring and so proud 
that they are part of the Munster High School Alumni Family. 

Photos courtesy of Royce Photography
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Do you know an outstanding alum that you would like to nominate 
for the 2016 Alumni Hall of Fame? There is a nomination form on the 
webpage (http://alumni.munster.us) that you can fill out. All 
nominations are due by DECEMBER 15, 2015. A committee of 
teachers and administration will be selecting the hall of famers from 
the nominations. We want to hear from you!

ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!
Many of you have asked how you can help the MHSAA. We are still in our early start-up phase 

but we do need some help now: 
1. Hall of Fame Banquet Committee: We want to get a committee formed to help with the 

MHS Alumni Hall of Fame Banquet 2016 (August/September). This would involve working with 
the MHS administration, planning the event including venue, tickets, food, rsvps, flowers, etc. 
2. MHSAA Newsletter Editor: We have lots of information and people to write/submit articles 
but we need someone to put it all together. We would like a quarterly newsletter. This person 

could live out of state - just need some computer skills and time management. !
If you are interested in helping, please contact Ingrid Schwarz Wolf at 

ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com. 

The newly installed Hall of Fame Wall at MHS

http://alumni.munster.us/
mailto:ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com
mailto:ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com
http://alumni.munster.us/
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1995	
Munster class of 1995 celebrated their 20 year reunion over homecoming weekend September11/12.  The 
planning began last spring and included spirit wear designed for the event to help us show our school pride at 
the Homecoming game.  We started Friday with a meet and greet with refreshments in the commons.  We all 
enjoyed the nostalgia of getting to hang out in the commons one more time!!  After the rain and the great 
double rainbow we headed to the game and watched Munster trample Andrean!!  Saturday evening we 
gathered at Briar Ridge for appetizers and drinks.   Many pictures were taken with old friends and old pictures 
from all 4 yearbooks were available for perusing and EVERY issue of the Crier from our senior year!  Our DJ 
kept the 90s tunes going all night and even brought us 20 years ahead so we could "whip and nay nay" like our 
kids!  I think all involved would say it was a great weekend they were happy they didn't miss!!	!
-submitted by Meghan Compton (Woodrick) ‘95

REUNIONS

Pictures of 95 reunion
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Annual Chicken BBQ is a Success!!!
Munster High School held the 47th annual 
chicken barbecue dinner on Friday, 
September 11th.  The barbecue has 
coincided with Munster's homecoming 
game for close to a half century.  
Community members have long supported the event by their donations and 
patronage.  Yearly,  parents drive students around the town for our sales 
canvassing. This year, George and Nadene Shinkan directed our sales. 
Countless parents and students work the barbecue dinner . The dinner 
served roughly 1500 people in two hours.  The team depends on this 
fundraiser in order to purchase materials,  technologies, judges, and to 
offset travel costs.  Munster Speech and Debate is a nationally recognized 
program, and the team has placed in top 10 of the nation for several years. 
Both speech and debate teams have performed exceptionally on the state 
level.  The team thanks supporters for their dedication in making the 
fundraiser a success.!!
 -submitted by Jordan Mayer (98), Speech and Debate Team Director

2005	
MHS Class of 2005 is having its reunion on Friday, November 27. To purchase tickets, go to 	
: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mhs-2005-10-year-reunion-tickets-18729619797

Questions?? Email Zak Boswell at  MunsterClassOf2005@gmail.com. 

1976, 1986, 1996, 2006 . . . .  are you planning a reunion for next year? Please let us know and we will 
help you get the word out! 

The 50th MHS Football Reunion took place August 21-22. Coach Marsh and 
Coach Friend organized a great weekend for hundreds of their former players 
and families. The two famous coaches even signed jerseys and helmets as 
keepsakes. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mhs-2005-10-year-reunion-tickets-18729619797
mailto:MunsterClassOf2005@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mhs-2005-10-year-reunion-tickets-18729619797
mailto:MunsterClassOf2005@gmail.com
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Do you have your button yet? We want you to show your 

Munster Pride by wearing our new "Munster Alum" button. 
You can put it on a backpack, wear it on a lanyard at work, 

wear it to any MHS events - 24/7 works too!! There are 
buttons located in the MHS front office, free for any alumni. 

Just stop by or send in a family member to get yours.	

DO WE HAVE YOU??	
If you haven't signed up for the 
MHS Alumni Association, it's easy 
and free! Just go to the MHS alumni 
webpage at http://
alumni.munster.us and fill out your 
contact information. And please 
spread the word. This is the only 
way we can reach our alumni and 
start a strong voice. All the top high 
schools in the US have Alumni 
Associations and MHS deserves this 
too! 	

Pathway to 
Excellence!
MHS will be 
designing the new 
entryway to reflect 
the accomplishments and commitment 
to the school. A path will be laid with 
personalized bricks - you can honor a 
student, a teacher, a business, an 
alum by purchasing a brick. Check out 
the Pathway to Excellence link on the 
alumni tab on the MHS webpage. 

• approximately 50% of Munster 
teachers have a master’s degree? !

• 93.5% of MHS graduates go on to 
college?  !

• students in grades 5-12 are issued 
Dell Laptops? 

DID YOU KNOW ?

Have any Alumni News?  We would love to include it in future editions. Send us your articles 
or pictures and we will add it to our “Alumni Updates”.  Send to ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com

mailto:ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com
mailto:ingridjschwarz@hotmail.com
http://alumni.munster.us/
http://alumni.munster.us/


Humorous anecdotes and heartfelt thanks were aplenty at the inaugural Munster High 
School Alumni Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony that took place on August 21 at The 
Center for Visual and Performing Arts in Munster. !
A selection committee that included administrators, teachers and community members 
chose a group of ten initial inductees that represents some of the finest success stories 
Munster High School has produced since opening its doors in 1964. !
The ten inducted were: Shaun Blue (Class of 2000), Colonel James Dryjanski (Class of 
1988), Robert Grand (Class of 1974), Michelle Kelchak (Class of 1982), William "Hal" 
Morris (Class of 1983), Dr. Blase Polite (Class of 1987), Nicole Rittenmeyer (Class of 
1987), Theodore Rokita (Class of 1988), John Sullivan (Class of 1970) and Dr. Nan 
Sutter Hayworth (Class of 1977). !
Longtime MHS English teacher Mary Yorke emceed the event, which seemed only 
proper since she taught nine out of the ten inductees. !
The inductees praised and thanked a number of their former teachers, including Yorke 
and her famous red pen that bled upon so many papers over the years with her valued 
and constructive critiques. !
"Sometimes we as teachers don't feel financially rewarded but you come to something 
like this and it just puts a smile on your face and you know that all those hours of 
teaching and of correcting papers and supporting kids pays off," Yorke said. !
MHS Principal Mike Wells announced that each inductee would be presented with a 
brick with their name and Hall of Fame insignia engraved on it for their personal 
keeping. !
"These bricks will be duplicated and installed in our soon to be Pathway to Excellence 
which will welcome all visitors as they enter the main entrance of the high school," 
Wells said. !
One of the more emotional moments of the ceremony was when the parents of the late 
Shaun Blue accepted the brick on his behalf. !
After graduating in the top ten of his MHS class, Blue went on to become an officer in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and served two tours of duty in Iraq. !
"While serving his country, Shaun won a Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts, plus 
numerous other medals," Yorke said. "He was fatally wounded in an improvised 
explosive attack while coming to the aid of his Marines in Al Anbar province on April the 
16th, 2007." !
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MHS Alumni Hall of Fame  Banquet Recap



Dryjanski is a colonel who graduated from the United States Air Force Academy with 
military honors in 1992. !
"He is one of approximately 80 officers serving as wing commanders out of 4,000 active 
duty colonels in the Air Force," Yorke said. !
Dryjanski said he had teachers who believed in him and invested in him and told a 
funny story of the time his second grade teacher paid a personal visit to his home to 
inform his father that Jim had not been doing his homework. !
"That's the kind of community we're a part of here in Munster," Dryjanski said. !
Grand was the only inductee to not have Yorke as a classroom teacher, but he told a 
story of how he had her review his essay that helped get him admitted to law school, 
and how bloody red the paper was when she was done. !
Grand is now the managing partner for the law firm of  Barnes & Thornburg, LLP, which 
has 13 offices in 10 states. !
He has made the "Best Lawyers in America" list many times and in the 2016 edition 
was named "Lawyer of the Year" for his contributions to governmental relations practice 
and municipal law. !
"I wouldn't be standing here today if it wasn't all the teachers and the coaches and the 
people that really stood behind me, many of them in this room tonight," Grand said. !
Kelchak made her mark in the shoe industry, having been one of the first six employees 
who started Skechers. !
"Michelle designed and developed product lines that took the company to a $1.2 billion 
dollars in sales," Yorke said. !
Kelchak spoke of Yorke's devotion and influence as a teacher. !
"I remember sitting in her kitchen and she would coach me and teach me," Kelchak 
said. "We would write and rewrite my speech right in her kitchen." !
Kelchak said she may have had her "15 minutes of fame" when she did a home 
makeover show on television. !
"But I want to tell you, this brick and the Pathway to Excellence will completely outshine 
that because it's gonna last a lot longer than 15 minutes," Kelchak said. !
Morris was the only inductee to achieve success and fame in athletics. !
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After starring at the University of Michigan, Morris played for several major league 
baseball teams and was the starting first baseman for the 1990 World Series Champion 
Cincinnati Reds. !
In 1991, he finished second in the race for the National League hitting batting title, with 
a .318 average. !
He is currently the director of professional scouting for the Los Angeles Angels. !
Morris told of a pressure situation in the World Series in which he stepped out of the 
batters box and reflected on his career to that point, and how he felt so many people 
from Munster who had a profound effect on his life were up there with him. !
He thanked former coaches, including the late Mike Niksic, as well as his father, Dr. 
William Morris, whom Hal said started pitching to him on a daily basis as a young child. !
"He is the main reason that I got to advance in baseball the way I did," Morris said. !
Polite is a national expert in colorectal cancer and has worked on healthcare reform 
legislation for the federal government. !
"Blase has stepped into the leading role of finding an answer to how we will deliver 
cancer care in the coming decades to the least fortunate in our society," Yorke said. !
Polite also thanked a number of his former teachers whom he said practiced tough love 
and he humorously told of a time former MHS speech teacher Helen Engstrom taught 
him a lesson in the importance of not taking the easy way out. !
"The celebration of the ten of us here is a celebration of the people in this room," Polite 
said. "We are a product of an incredible education system."  !
Rittenmeyer is an award-winning documentary filmmaker with three Emmy nominations 
to her credit. !
During her career, she has contributed to hundreds of hours of programming for the 
History Channel, A&E, the Discovery Networks and National Geographic. !
She produced Inside 9/11, which ranks among the National Geographic Channel's 
most-watched specials. !
Rittenmeyer said she learned how to tell stories at Munster and said Yorke and 
Engstrom taught her about writing. !
"Their coaching on pace and delivery taught me how to appreciate an audience, how to 
value it, how to persuade them, how to win them over," Rittenmeyer said. 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She said she believes the reason she became a documentarian as opposed to another 
type of filmmaker is because of former MHS Journalism teacher Nancy Hastings, who 
attended the ceremony. !
Rittenmeyer recalled her experience as a writer and editor for Crier, the Munster High 
School student newspaper for which Hastings served as advisor for many years. 
 
"I learned as a baby journalist that truth is so much cooler than fiction, that facts 
matter," Rittenmeyer said. !
Rokita currently represents Indiana's 4th congressional district in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and is a member of several House committees. !
He served as Indiana's Secretary of State from 2002 to 2010 and at the time of election 
was the youngest such office holder in the nation. !
"It's not just the school system," Rokita said. "It's the expectations we have in this 
community called Munster, Indiana that we call home." !
Sutter-Hayworth is an acclaimed ophthalmologist and was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in New York's 19th congressional district in 2010. !
She served as representative for two years and is now an independent consultant in 
healthcare policy implementation. !
She also expressed gratitude for her teachers, as well as her parents. !
"I was surprised to be included among the initial group of inductees into this Hall of 
Fame," Sutter-Hayworth said. "Your accomplishments are inspiring. They are 
impressive. They do set the pace and the standard for the years to come." !
The only inductee not in attendance was Sullivan. !
He graduated from the Air Force Academy in 1974 and was decorated five times for 
meritorious service in the military. !
He also acted as Parliamentarian for the U.S. House of Representatives from 2004 to 
2012 and now works as public policy counsel for Google, Inc. !
Wells told those gathered that yet more inductees will be honored next year, along with 
the first inductees into an MHS Teacher Hall of Fame. !
written by Paul Czapkowicz 
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